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Abstract 
In the last twenty years, Romania has made a long quest from the Communist centralized learning system to the world ideal of 
academic self-determination and responsibility. Yet nowadays law graduates do not consider themselves ready for a juridical life.
Even if they know the law very well, they are not able to operate with it, at the beginning of their career. The purposes of our
study are to identify the causes of this situation and to recommend some solutions. 
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1. The Social Stake of Legal Education 
The legal profession is not just a challenging, beautiful occupation, but it is also a vocation. A jurist, a lawyer, an 
attorney, a law-professor – they all have a social mission too: to preserve and to defend the social peace and 
harmony. Obviously, legal education is an important part of Social Sciences Teaching. 
All academic training should follow four axes: (1) learning to learn, as a condition to your future independent 
work; (2) learning to put into practice what you have learned; (3) learning to be yourself; (4) learning to live with 
your fellows, to cooperate and to work together (Nicolesco, 1999).  
The traditional values of academia (rigorous research skills, evidence based practice, understanding of the nature 
of discretion, consciousness of the complexity of decision making and the habits of critical reflection (Johnson, 
2009) are critical in legal education, but not enough nowadays. It has to engage with the real world. It has to deal 
with the needs of the legal market. Moreover, it has to fulfill its social mission. In South America, for instance, 
popular lawyers engage in fighting on behalf of the oppressed, which links both legal and political action (Ibidem).   
Is the Romanian law graduate ready to fulfill his/her social mission, after 20 years of democracy? We hardly think 
so. Twelve years of law teaching, law practice and law scientific research is what made us question the civic 
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effectiveness of the legal education we have in Romania. On the other hand, law students, law graduates and young 
lawyers are unhappy with the practical knowledge they obtained in law departments. Apart from these younger 
students, high school or gymnasium graduates in Romania are not provided with an opportunity to become 
acquainted to a basic juridical education, or at least proper civic education. 
2. Purpose of Study and Sources of Evidence
Starting from these empirical observations, we tried to find out what is missing in the Romanian legal education 
system and to recommend some solutions. How can we help our law students develop their civic spirit?  
In the last years of democracy, Romania adopted – at least in theory - the world ideal of academic self-
determination and responsibility. Which way should we take at this crossroad, where the government is no longer 
supposed to guide law schools on their educational politics, yet we cannot afford to raise lawyers who are 
irresponsible in the face of community or unequipped for a healthy social life?   
In order to obtain a proper answer to these questions, we started by asking 100 law students and law graduates 
from several law schools in Romania to fill in a questionnaire. We also conducted a comparative analysis of law 
curricula in the eight main Romanian public and private law faculties. 
3. Findings and Results / Main Argument  
Both the interviewees` answers evaluation and the comparative study we conducted on the legal education 
curricula revealed that the law graduates are not ready for a responsible legal life because they are not entirely 
trained. There are three main components that are missing / underestimated in Romanian legal education: the social 
human education, the practical training and the teaching of alternative dispute resolution techniques. 
Hereinafter we will analyze these three coordinates of any whole legal education system, by bringing to light the 
Romanian current state of fact and trying to suggest some reasons for a more responsible academic attitude. 
3.1. The social human education coordinate 
The first main component we consider defective in Romanian legal education is the social human education. 
3.1.1.  The current situation of social human education in Romanian law faculties 
In Romania, the legal academic education has a duration of four years, that is eight semesters, and there are 
approximately 8 courses / semester. How the approximately 60 courses a Romanian law student takes are 
distributed, and what is the ration between general courses and strictly specialized ones?  
Of the eight main law faculties we chose for our comparative study, only one includes in its curriculum legal 
Philosophy, Legal Sociology, Politology, Legal Logic and Legal Rhetoric as compulsory courses. At the other seven 
Faculties, if these particular courses happen to be part of the curriculum, it is the law students’ option whether to 
attend them or not. 
Is this situation a normal one? Should we understate these social human disciplines` importance in favor of the 
ones we call “specialized law courses”? Is four years enough time to inculcate in our law students cultural, moral 
and civic values too, besides the indisputable important professional knowledge?  
This kind of dilemma concerning the content of law curriculum can be found elsewhere too, not only in Romania. 
For instance, a number of law faculties from Turkish private universities add to their curriculum general courses 
such as Legal Philosophy, Sociology, and Economics, which are studied for one year, before students take up their 
legal courses (Hacimahmutoglu, 2008). As it is the case in Romania, Turkey has a four year legal education system 
and it seems to have encountered the same difficulties in deciding upon what is the best way to design the lawyers’ 
academic training. 
3.1.2.  The need for social human education in legal training 
Why should we consider social human education so important for a lawyer? Does he/her really need to understand 
the philosophical, sociological or psychological bases of the law, justice, equity, fairness or truthfulness? We plead 
for an affirmative answer to this question. 
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We are often invited by the social human scientists to watch the Juridical Life in order to understand the changes 
in our society. But the field of law scientific research is still tributary to a positivistic technical view. This view 
implicitly or explicitly rejects the complex relationship between law and philosophy.
It is beyond all questions that law has both philosophical origins and philosophical contents. Any historical 
analysis tells us so. Plato is one of the first thinkers who meditated on Justice and Injustice. Aristotle, Cicero, St. 
Augustine, Rousseau, Locke, Hobbes, Kant, Hegel and Marx, Ernst Bloch and John Rawls are only the best known 
names of philosophers preoccupied by law (Gorea & Puha, 2009). 
The interrelation between underlying values of Philosophy and Law is clearly expressed by Mircea Djuvara: “The 
ultimate idea standing at the fundament of Law is […] to respect the human dignity, to respect the human being, to 
be sympathetic with all human kind, therefore to respect human being’s legitimate rights, the ones which do not 
challenge the liberties of others” (Djuvara, 1995).    
In addition to this philosophical approach, the social human education has a practical dimension too. Does the law 
student need logical knowledge such as concepts, syllogisms and paralogisms, reasoning, demonstration and 
argument? It is certain that he/she does! A lawyer operates with these concepts even if he/she is not fully aware of it, 
so it is much more helpful if he/she does it properly. Legal Logic is about proper thinking and proper acting within 
the law (Gorea, 2009).  
What about Rhetoric? No one questions its importance for a law student, but few understand that Rhetoric is not 
only about speaking nicely and convincingly; in legal matters, where nothing can be demonstrated (in a 
mathematical way), but everything can be argued (Gorea, 2009), it is about good reasoning. 
3.2.  The practical training coordinate 
The second coordinate of an effective legal education is the practical training.  
3.2.1.  The Romanian approach of practical training in legal education 
The Romanian law teaching lacks not only theoretical knowledge of social human values, but -paradoxical as it 
may be for a positivistic technical legal education system, it also lacks the practical training.  Even if all eight law 
faculties we analyzed included in their curriculum a discipline called “professional practice”, the questionnaire we 
applied to law students and law graduates tells us otherwise. Nowadays law graduates do not consider themselves 
ready for a juridical life. Even if they know the law very well, they are not able to operate with it at the beginning of 
their career.
Over 80 percent of them complain about the fact that the professional practice they ought to get during their 
studies was purely formal or totally missing. More than 90 percent of Romanian law students were never involved in 
a role-play or a legal simulation process.  
Again, the problem is not exclusively characteristic to Romanian education. Not only Romanian legal education 
system has a legacy of academic isolation from practice. “The role of the Jurist is one more established in civil law 
jurisdiction than in common law but the profession does recognize and value – on one level at least – the rigorous, 
disinterested commentary of the legal academic. The busy practitioner working directly with the client often takes a 
different and less positive view of academics”, says British Professor Nick Johnson (Johnson, 2009).
3.2.2.  The importance of professional practice in legal education 
The importance of the practical training coordinate in law teaching is beyond questioning: being a lawyer means 
being a practical man, who deals with practical social situations every day – conflicts between real people, deals and 
contracts, claims and injuries, compensation for damages and so on.  
Knowing what the law says is not enough for a young lawyer. It is critical to know what to do, and to do it fast 
and well. A more or less formal professional practice is not enough for a law student, to be able to understand the 
nature of his/ her future legal occupation.  
3.3.  The non-judiciary conflict resolution coordinate
Finally, we believe that a responsible legal education system must include teaching of alternative dispute 
resolution methods. 
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3.3.1.  Teaching of alternative dispute resolution techniques in Romania  
At the intersection of practical training and social human education stands the teaching of dispute resolution 
techniques: negotiation, conciliation, mediation and arbitration.  
Judging from both the interviewees` answers and the comparative analysis we conducted, we can hardly speak 
about a culture of non-judiciary conflict resolution in Romania. Even if our legal system allows arbitration, 
conciliation and mediation as alternative dispute resolution methods, these techniques are rarely included in legal 
curriculum.  
It has now been 50 years since negotiating skills were introduced into legal education in the USA. However, a 
course of negotiation or mediation is still uncommon in Romanian law faculties.  
Only “Dimitrie Cantemir” University of Targu-Mures has a mediation course at the first legal training level. In 
those rare cases in which Romanian law faculties offer alternative dispute resolution courses, they are on the Master 
Degree level. More frequently, such Master Degree courses are offered not by law departments, but by psychology 
or sociology ones.     
3.3.2. Avoiding and settling disputes as crucial ability for lawyers
Conflict management skills are crucial for a lawyer who is also a responsible citizen. Not only from this 
perspective has a lawyer had everything to gain from learning how to constructively deal with a dispute. Active 
listening, reformulation, identifying the first signals of a conflict and so on, are valuable skills to be used in the 
relation with the clients, with the judges and with the colleagues.     
“The major goal of the negotiation course is to give our students a general idea about the impact of negotiation in 
society, and especially about the role lawyers play in avoiding and settling disputes through negotiation”, says 
Lionel Bobot, a law professor at Sorbonne University (Bobot, 2009). 
Furthermore, sometimes the law does not help figuring out how to solve a social conflict with minimum costs, 
time and pain. Sometimes, a conflict is better solved by appealing to the parties’ interests instead of their rights. The 
key presumption underlying all interest-based processes for resolving conflict is likely to provide a better resolution 
to the conflict than a decision imposed by a third party (Picard et al., 2004). 
4. Conclusions and Recommendations 
According to the Bologna process, the professional specialization is reserved to master and doctoral degree level. 
The first cycle of juridical studies aims at providing law students with general knowledge. Therefore, there is no 
need, in our opinion, to overload the legal curriculum with an excessive number of strictly specialized courses. It is 
preferable to teach students the law principles, how to think accurately in juridical matters and, last but not least, to 
be aware of the lawyer’s social mission. 
There is a need for reconsidering the social role a law graduate ought to play. “Nowadays a basic transformation 
is seen for lawyers. Their class position is changing with the world’s changing economic system” (Akbas, 2007), 
says Kasim Akbas in a paper presented at the annual meeting of the Law and Society Association, which took place 
in 2007 at Berlin, Germany. 
To conclude, in our opinion, the law curriculum is incomplete without both the social human education and the 
practical training, including non-judiciary conflict resolution methods. 
In the last twenty years, Romania made a long quest from the Communist centralized learning system to the world 
ideal of academic self-determination and responsibility. This odyssey has not ended yet, even if the Romanian 
Government tried to make a step forward, by assuming responsibility for a new Code of Education. Unfortunately, 
the Romanian Constitutional Court recently declared this new Code of Education unconstitutional, which allows 
much more management discretion for the scientific boards of universities.     
After 50 years of Communism and another 20 years of searching our ways, it is the duty of each law department 
in Romania to make sure that we educate not only good lawyers, but also good citizens.  We need to make sure that 
our law students are fully aware of the fact that a lawyer ought to be much more than a law technician who deals 
with the machine of justice. Otherwise, we do not make justice. We only make law enforcement. We do not obtain 
social peace and harmony; we only obtain a fragile quietness, underneath which social conflicts smolder. 
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